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Dear Friends of CBSI,

Through a set of “only God” circumstances, the first CBSI Children & Youth leadership training 
session in Ukraine took place in the city of Lviv in September. The event was one of many to 
come in an emerging partnership between CBSI and New Hope International (NHI), a ministry 
with a fruitful history in formerly communist countries. 

Based in Colorado Springs, NHI began smuggling Bibles into Eastern Europe and conducting 
covert ministry in 1971. Hank Paulson, NHI’s director, considers the link with CBSI an exciting 
opportunity to help Ukrainian children and adolescents learn and grow in their understanding 
of God’s Word.

In Lviv, seven Ukrainians were trained, as was an NHI staff 
member from neighboring Hungary who joined the meetings 
hoping to expand the partnership into her country. 

The plan for Ukraine includes formation of traditional 
CBSI study groups, but also includes e-coaches working in 
Internet Bible studies encouraging learners to join CBSI 
groups for fellowship and discipleship. In addition, camps 
and special outreach events will highlight the benefits of 
CBSI’s study method.

“God placed a burden on my heart for the people of Eastern 
Europe many years ago,” says CBSI Children & Youth Ministry Representative Trish Ruppel. 
“The people at New Hope Ukraine have a passionate desire to reach the next generation for 
Christ. It is an incredible privilege to be a part of the birth of the CBSI and NHI partnership in 
bringing the Word of God to their youth.”

We, too, are thrilled, believing that CBSI is partnering with the right organization with the right 
people in the field and the right focus. Will you join us in launching this venture? Ukrainian 
students will be required to pay a small fee for their CBSI lessons, but many are without income 
and parental support. Will you help provide financial resources so that these young people who 
are searching for meaning in their lives can come face to face with the living God? 

In God’s Power!

Frank and Marian Vroegop
Director and Associate Director

Community Bible Study International

“Everyone in the world ... in the Word.”

Trish Ruppel, Debbie Nilsen, Hank Paulson,
with Marian and Frank Vroegop


