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In this Issue:

Recently CBSI was pleased to announce the 
appointment of Margre Hays as National Director 
to the CBSI Ministry in the Netherlands. �is 

appointment is one of many con�rmations that the vision 
of a Dutch-trained, Dutch-run CBSI ministry in the 
Netherlands has become a reality. It is awe-inspiring to 
trace God�s preparations in the lives of His servants, such as 
Margre, as He brings them to the place of His choice. 

As a young mother from the Netherlands, Margre 
learned the value of a weekly, expository Bible study while 
living in the United States. Even though she had attended a 
Bible college in Oregon and Dallas �eological Seminary, 
she felt she learned more during her weekly Bible study than 
she ever had in school. �I couldn�t believe how practical the 
Bible study was every week�so alive for my situation every 
day! I wanted to take this ministry back with me to the 
Netherlands and start it there,� she told us.

When Margre and her husband, Peter, returned to the 
Netherlands, Margre became involved in starting a Bible 
study class in Haarlem. A�er two years the Bible study 
relocated to �e Hague, which was too far to travel for 
Margre, a mother with four small children. So, for a season, 
she went without a comprehensive Bible study.

In 1998, Margre had her �rst exposure to CBSI when 
Calebs Jim and Carolyn Robertson contacted her husband to 
�nd a Christian translator for the CBSI studies. At that time 
Margre had no idea what CBSI was about, and it would be a 
few more years before she would learn. In the meantime (in 
the year 2000) she began another study with some English-
speaking ladies in her community. At the end of the study, 
one of the ladies began to cry and asked, �Why is it that all the 
good Bible study materials are always in English?� She told 
Margre how hungry she was for a good Bible study in her own 
language. It was then that God began speaking to Margre�s 
heart about leading a study in the Dutch language, using the 
CBSI studies which had been translated into Dutch.

�e following year, Frank and Marian Vroegop, 
new Calebs to the Netherlands, met with Margre and 
encouraged her to begin a CBSI study in her home. From 
this one study, several more quickly grew, and Margre 
knew she needed help. One by one the Lord brought 

people to CBSI, and over time a CBSI/Netherlands Board 
and National Servants Team were formed.

It became obvious that Holland needed a National 
Director, and Margre, who had been so instrumental in 
helping to develop the ministry in the Netherlands, began 
fervently praying that God would identify the leader of His 
choice. Others would ask her if she would be the one to �ll 
this position. She would always answer, �Oh no, not me!� 
When she and Marian Vroegop discussed the need for a 
National Director, they both agreed that whoever would be 
director would have to be called by God Himself. A National 
Director should not be recommended to the Regional 
Director out of the blue. Everyone needed to pray and wait 
for the Lord to call His person to become the Netherlands� 
National Director.

In December of 2006, Margre was impressed by 
something she read during her devotions. �It hit me right 
between the eyes,� she said, �and I wondered if this was God 
calling me to be National Director for CBSI/Netherlands.� 
She prayed that if God 
was calling her, He would 
make it very clear and 
provide her with the 
promise of help. Shortly 
a�er that prayer, she 
read in Isaiah 50:7 where 
�God promised to help 
me do His will,� she said. 
�I then realized I needed 
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